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Quality of symptoms registration on three different models of nursing records was reviewed to assess whether a more patient oriented nursing record could influence completedness and precision of symptoms registration. A group of nurses set minimum criteria for five symptoms (pain, emesis, diarrhea, fever and constipation), according to the nursing process: description of written registrations of 517 symptoms were assessed. No differences appear to exist among the three different models of records, except for evaluation of the results of the interventions, more reported in the patient oriented nursing records.